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By Tyler Kes
NEWS EDITOR
From dealing with the financial aid office to 
attempting to navigate the perils of  the loans 
process, students at Marshall University can at-
test to the difficulties of  paying for college. 
That’s why U.S. Secretary of  Education Arne 
Duncan announced July 24, the creation of  the 
Financial Aid Shopping Sheet, which will include 
how much a student will receive in financial aid, 
how much a student would need to take out in 
loans and when they need to be paid, among 
other things, on one easy to read piece of  paper. 
The shopping sheet would be standardized 
for every university that participates in the pro-
gram, which is not mandatory. 
“Each year, colleges and universities send 
prospective students and their parents finan-
cial aid award letters, that tend to lay out how 
much it will cost to attend school,” Duncan 
said. “These letters all look different, con-
tain different information, and often do 
a poor job of making clear how much a 
student will receive in aid, grants and 
scholarships, and how much they will 
have to take out in the form of student 
loans. This makes trying to figure 
out how much going to college will 
actually cost extremely difficult, 
and makes comparison shopping, 
which we think is so important 
almost impossible.”
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Form seeks to simplify 
financial aid process
By Sara Lane
CENTRAL FLORIDA FUTURE, U.  
CENTRAL FLORIDA VIA UWIRE
A study conducted by U. Tennessee’s 
Center for Business and Economic Re-
search found that students who were 
able to complete bachelor’s degrees 
within four years will make between 
$5,800 and $6,200 more than those who 
completed the same degree in six years.
The study also found that those who 
took seven or more years to complete a 
bachelor’s degree were paid the same 
average salary as those who had not 
gone to college at all. The researchers 
stated many explanations for this find-
ing in their study, including the idea 
that many employers view extended 
college stays as a negative reflection on 
a student’s ability to complete tasks. 
Another explanation is that those who 
completed their degrees within the 
four-year time period had more time 
in jobs and may already begin receiv-
ing raises and promotions.
“Finishing faster is a sign to em-
ployers that you are able to get things 
done, are efficient about it and hard 
working,” Bill Fox, a researcher from 
the group at UT, said. “All of  these are 
positive signals.”
The New York Times conducts an 
annual study of  the success rates for 
graduates from each school in the 
country. For 2011 UCF graduates, the 
starting median pay is a $40,800 sal-
ary, which is $11,000 less than the 
national average. However, by mid-
career, those same graduates are 
making almost double the amount 
they received when they started.
Some students take a longer amount 
of  time because they plan on pursuing 
a graduate degree post-graduation. 
Nicole Valdes, a summer 2011 U. Cen-
tral Florida graduate, will attend the 
Stetson U. College of  Law in the fall.
“My years as an undergrad allowed 
me to pursue my dream of  becom-
ing an attorney. It provided me with 
the critical-thinking skills and the 
educational foundation necessary to 
become a lawyer,” Valdes said. “In ad-
dition to time spent in the classroom, 
all the extracurricular and leadership 
opportunities I participated in helped 
with my professional development.
See FORM | Page  5
Study links 
degree 
completion 
time with 
higher salary
See STUDY | Page  5
By John Gibb
MANAGING EDITOR
With the start of  school around 
the corner, thousands of  incom-
ing freshmen are getting prepared 
for their college transition. 
Marshall University’s Week of  
Welcome is an opportunity for 
all incoming students to get ac-
quainted with campus and find 
out everything Marshall has to 
offer. WOW will allow students 
to get a head start on acquiring 
friends and learning all the logis-
tics of  being a Marshall student. 
Corley Dennison, associate 
vice president for academic af-
fairs and dean of  undergraduate 
studies at Marshall, said there 
have been many changes to the 
UNI 100 Freshman First Class, 
which is an integral part of  WOW. 
UNI 100 is the first course 
most freshmen take at Marshall 
and completion of  this course-
work will result in an hour of  
elective credit. 
Dennison said instead of having 
students participate in large ses-
sions like previous years, smaller 
groups this year will allow stu-
dents to comprehend material 
much more efficiently and allow 
more one-on-one time with their 
facilitator and/or peer mentor. 
“Throughout WOW, students 
will learn about diversity, how to 
utilize monster.com (a resume 
building and job search website) 
and will learn about the various 
services and resources Marshall 
has to offer,” Dennison said.
In addition, master lecturers will 
also lecture incoming freshmen 
about some of the things all Mar-
shall students need to know, from 
operating Blackboard to learning 
about safety procedures on Mar-
shall’s campus. 
After attending the lectures, 
students will break up into 
smaller groups and the facilita-
tors will follow up with questions 
and additional material. 
When WOW concludes, stu-
dents will continue to meet with 
their facilitators once a week for 
seven weeks. Class sessions will 
last 50 minutes. 
Le’Kesha Glover, associate di-
rector of  housing and residence 
life, assists with the WOW and 
said she hopes this year will ex-
ceed all expectations. 
“We are hoping for a very suc-
cessful year,” Glover said. “After 
surveying students from last 
year, we hope that the change 
to smaller groups and offering 
additional activities will be a 
positive and fun experience for 
all freshmen.”
WOW commences on August 
22, when students will be allowed 
to move into the dormitories and 
families can enjoy a WOW family 
picnic on Buskirk Field. The pic-
nic is set to begin at 5 p.m. and 
will include entertainment from 
the MU Marching Thunder.
PHOTOS COURTESY MARSHALL UNIVERSITY
Freshmen from the class of 2015 take their photo surrounding Marshall University’s Memorial Student Center Fountain during the Week of Welcome in August 2011. 
Marshall prepares to WOW incoming freshmen
Stephen Kopp, Marshall University 
president, speaks with the family 
of an incoming freshman during 
Marshall’s Week of Welcome in 
August 2011. 
See WOW | Page  5
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“Kids who are watching more of these movies lose their virginity at a younger age and reported less condom use”	 	 >	Ross	O’Hara,	University	of	Missouri
Racy scenes encourage greater sexual activity
By James Peng
THE DARTMOUTH, DARTMOUTH 
COLLEGE VIA UWIRE
Children who watch fea-
ture films with more racy 
scenes tend to engage in sex 
at a younger age, have more 
sexual partners and par-
ticipate in more unsafe sex, 
according to a study by re-
searchers in a Dartmouth 
College social health psy-
chology lab and at the Geisel 
School of  Medicine.
The study, titled “Greater 
Exposure to Sexual Content in 
Popular Movies Predicts Ear-
lier Sexual Debut and Increased 
Risk Taking,” was published 
online in the journal Psycho-
logical Science on Wednesday.
The researchers used data 
from a longitudinal study of  
American adolescents and 
determined that racy mov-
ies increase sexual risk by 
“modifying sexual behav-
ior,” according to the article.
“Kids who are watching 
more of  these movies lose 
their virginity at a younger 
age and reported less con-
dom use,” lead author Ross 
O’Hara, a postdoctoral fellow 
at the University of  Missouri, 
said in an interview with The 
Dartmouth. O’Hara con-
ducted the research while 
working on his PhD in the 
psychological and brain sci-
ences department.
In 2003, O’Hara, psychol-
ogy professor Rick Gibbons, 
psychiatry professor Meg 
Gerrard, epidemiology 
and biostatistics professor 
Zhigang Li and pediatrics pro-
fessor James Sargent compiled 
a list of several hundred top-
grossing movies and coded 
each of them based on the 
length of sexual content — 
which ranged from heavy 
kissing to sexual intercourse 
— in each movie. They then 
asked approximately 1,230 
children between the ages of  
12 and 14 which of  the movies 
they had seen. After six years, 
the research team asked the 
same group of  children about 
their sexual behavior — when 
they first started having sex, 
the total number of  sexual 
partners and the number of  
occasions of  casual sex with-
out protection in which they 
had engaged.
The study also considered 
how these movies affected 
the children’s development 
of  a trait called “sensation 
seeking,” or the tendency to 
“seek novel and intense stim-
ulation,” according to the 
study. To measure the factor, 
the researchers surveyed the 
children on their tendency to 
seek thrill, susceptibility to 
boredom and proclivity for 
intensity.
The results indicated that 
exposure to sexual content in 
movies increases sexual risk 
and also drives the develop-
ment of the sensation seeking 
trait.
“Sexual content may acceler-
ate the normal rise of sensation 
seeking during adolescence, 
thereby promoting risky behav-
ior,” the article said.
O’Hara said that the study 
aimed to justify that the cur-
rent rating system for movies 
is “sensitive to sex already.” 
Suspect makes court appearance in Colorado theater shooting
By Louis Sahagun,  
Tony Perry and  
Mitchell Landsberg
LOS ANGELES TIMES
(MCT)
From the moment that 
James E. Holmes walked 
into court, his hands shack-
led, his hair a flaming 
orange, all eyes were riveted 
on the man accused of  car-
rying out one of  the worst 
mass shootings in the na-
tion’s history. And what they 
saw was perplexing.
Stripped of his body armor, 
the 24-year-old suspect turned 
out to be slender and pale, with 
a thousand-mile stare and 
that tousled, comic-book hair, 
which looked bizarrely out of  
place in the formal setting of  
a courtroom. His expressions 
were hard to read, seemingly 
pained one moment, barely 
awake the next.
“You’re no tough guy now,” 
muttered Tom Teves, whose 
24-year-old son, Alex, was 
among those who died in the 
bloodbath at a Batman movie 
in nearby Aurora early Friday.
Tom Teves was among 
the family members of  vic-
tims who crowded into the 
three first rows, whipped out 
their glasses as soon as Hol-
mes stepped into court on 
Monday, and scarcely took 
their eyes off  him for the 15 
minutes it took for an initial 
appearance.
Arapahoe County District 
Court Judge William B. Syl-
vester ordered Holmes held 
without bail, and sched-
uled another hearing for 
next Monday, when formal 
charges are likely to be filed. 
They are expected to include 
12 counts of  first-degree 
murder, which could carry 
the death penalty.
Holmes is the lone suspect 
in Friday’s mass shooting, in 
which a gunman opened fire 
with three weapons, includ-
ing an AR-15 semi-automatic 
rifle, during a midnight show-
ing of “The Dark Knight 
Rises,” the latest Batman 
movie. In addition to the 12 
dead, 58 people were injured, 
almost all by gunfire. Holmes, 
dressed in head-to-toe body 
armor, was arrested mo-
ments later just outside the 
theater’s emergency exit door.
During the initial court 
appearance, Holmes did 
not speak. He sat wearing a 
maroon jail jumpsuit, star-
ing sometimes at the floor, 
sometimes into space. His 
eyes, heavy lidded, periodi-
cally closed.
Was he drugged? Ex-
hausted? Exhibiting signs of  
mental illness? The specta-
tors had to wonder as they 
stared. Some people gazed 
up and down his frame; oth-
ers stared fixedly at his face, 
as if  trying to plumb his 
soul.
The fascination was not 
mutual. At no point did Hol-
mes appear to even glance at 
the people whose lives were 
so dramatically changed by 
the violence unleashed last 
week.
The court hearing was one 
of  several developments in 
the case on Monday.
Police discovered two 
suspicious packages in a 
building at the University 
of  Colorado’s Anschutz 
Medical Campus, a spokes-
woman for the campus said. 
Holmes had been enrolled 
in a doctoral program there 
until June, when he with-
drew. Police have said it was 
one of  the places where he is 
suspected of  receiving ship-
ments of  ammunition and 
bomb-making equipment.
After an investigation, uni-
versity police determined 
that both letter-sized pack-
ages were harmless, campus 
spokeswoman Jacque Mont-
gomery said.
Five gunshot victims re-
mained in critical condition 
at the University of  Colo-
rado hospital, spokesman 
Dan Weaver said.
San Diego attorney Lisa 
Damiani, the spokeswoman 
SEE COURT CASE I PAGE 5
News briefs
Marshall professor and 
student chosen for exhibit
When the Kentucky.7 ex-
hibit opens Thursday, July 
26 at the Lexington Art 
League in Lexington, Ky., 
Marshall University will be 
well represented. 
That’s because the 
school will have a total of  
four pieces in the exhibit: 
“Light Circuit #6” and 
“Light Circuit #8” by pho-
tography major Whitney 
Lyons, and two works from 
the “HouseHome” and 
“Rooms” series by pho-
tography professor Daniel 
Kaufmann. 
“It’s very neat to have 
the opportunity to ex-
hibit alongside Professor 
Kaufmann and it was ac-
tually through Professor 
Kaufmann that I heard 
about the opportunity to 
submit work for the KY7 
Biennial exhibit,” Lyons 
said. 
The exhibit, which hap-
pens every two years, takes 
the best contemporary 
artwork from Kentucky, 
Illinois, Missouri, Ohio, 
Tennessee, Virginia and 
West Virginia, which will 
then be judged by Chuck 
Swanson, who operates the 
Swanson Contemporary 
gallery. 
The exhibit runs until 
September 9. 
West Virginia Hot Dog 
Festival Saturday, July 28
The West Virginia Hot 
Dog Festival will be this 
Saturday, July 28, at Pull-
man Square.
The event, which starts 
at 10 a.m and goes until 
6 p.m, includes a 5K run 
and walk,  a bicycle tour 
of  Huntington, weiner dog 
races and several contests, 
including a hot dog eating 
contest, among others.
All proceeds will go to 
the new Children’s Hospi-
tal at Cabell Huntington 
Hospital. 
Psychological study sheds light on links in knowledge
By Alex Raisch
DAILY TEXAN, U. TEXAS VIA 
UWIRE
A memory means more 
than a record of  events and 
might even influence how 
humans perceive and in-
terpret new information to 
make decisions, according 
to a new U. Texas psychol-
ogy study.
Alison Preston, as-
sistant professor of  
psychology and neurology, 
led the study on human 
memories appearing in the 
July issue of  Neuron, a sci-
entific journal. To conduct 
the study, Preston and a 
group of  UT researchers 
showed people a series of  
images with a group of  ob-
jects and then showed them 
the same objects, but paired 
them off  in different ways.
The team then analyzed 
the subjects’ brain activity 
using an MRI to evaluate 
how the brain reacted to 
the changing visuals. 
Preston said her research 
demonstrates that linking 
knowledge across different 
experiences enhances peo-
ple’s ability to make novel 
inferences about the rela-
tionships among different 
events.
“Let’s say you just moved. 
One day, you see a woman 
leaving the apartment next 
door, the day after, you see a 
man leaving the apartment 
next door. You may infer 
they are a couple, even if  you 
never saw them together,” 
said Dagmar Zeithamova, 
co-author of  the study and 
researcher at UT’s Center for 
Learning and Memory. “Pre-
viously, we knew you can 
make such inferences by us-
ing logical reasoning, putting 
the two pieces of  informa-
tion together. However, in 
this study, we show that your 
memory is set up to make 
such inferences for you.”
Additionally, Zeithamova 
explains that the process 
of  memory making is the 
bridging of  new and old ex-
periences. “When you have 
a new experience that some-
how overlaps with what you 
already know, your prior 
knowledge is brought back 
to your mind and you form a 
new memory that is already 
connected to your prior 
memories,” Zeithamova 
said.
Another takeaway of  their 
research was a new per-
spective on memories. “Our 
memories do not necessarily 
reflect the exact events that 
happen to us,” Preston said. 
“These techniques provide 
evidence that learning may 
be an individualized process 
that depends on the unique 
experiences of  the person,”
Preston said she hopes 
their work could be used to 
develop educational strate-
gies to enhance learning in 
practical settings, such as 
the classroom and the medi-
cal field.
MARK BOSTER I LOS ANGELES TIMES I MCT
Police tape flutters in the breeze while prosecution 
teams continue to investigate the apartment complex 
in Auroroa, Colorado, on Tuesday, July 24, where mass 
shooting suspect James Holmes lived. Investigators came 
and went throughout the day, taking pictures, collecting 
evidence and walking around the complex.
HOLMES
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Thundering Herd starting 
pitcher Aaron Blair is sched-
uled to make the start in the 
Cape Cod Baseball League 
All-Star game, Saturday, July 
28.
The game will be televised 
nationally on Fox College 
Sports, while WCAI and lo-
cal NPR airs radio coverage. 
First pitch is scheduled for 
6 p.m., at Whitehouse Field 
in Harwich, Mass. 
Blair, a rising junior on 
Marshall’s baseball team, is 
6-0 in six starts with the Yar-
mouth-Dennis Red Sox.
The right-hander leads 
the 10-team CCBL in wins 
(six) and earned run aver-
age (1.27), and ranks second 
in strikeouts. Alongside 
his 40 strikeouts, Blair has 
walked only 11 batters in 35.1 
innings. 
Blair will represent the 
East Division and will face 
left-hander Sean Manaea, a 
rising junior with Indiana 
State.  Manaea leads the 
CCBL with 66 K’s in 37.2 in-
nings pitched.
Herd pitcher Blair to  
start in all-star game
Herd sports 
news briefs
C-USA’s Sport Academic 
Award is given every year to 
the team in each conference-
sponsored sport with the 
highest grade-point average. 
Marshall women’s soccer 
earned this season’s nod af-
ter achieving a combined 
3.479 GPA.  Further, the la-
dies were among six teams 
in the league to achieve the 
award for the second consec-
utive time. 
The Sport Academic Award 
is given to the team in each 
conference-sponsored sport 
with the highest GPA for 
the 2011-12 academic year. 
Memphis produced five dif-
ferent teams with the highest 
GPA for their respective 
sports, including the men’s 
golf  team that also won the 
2012 C-USA Championship. 
The Southern Miss women’s 
cross country squad posted 
the highest annual GPA of  
any sport at 3.82. 
Six teams were repeat 
winners from a season ago. 
The following is a list of  all 
the Sports Academic award 
honorees: 
Baseball - Memphis - 3.225
Men’s Basketball - Rice 
- 3.166
Women’s Basketball - East 
Carolina - 3.381
Men’s Cross Country - 
Memphis - 3.736
Women’s Cross Country - 
Southern Miss - 3.820
Football - UCF - 2.686
Men’s Golf  - Memphis 
- 3.402
Women’s Golf  - Memphis 
- 3.711
Women’s Rowing - Tulsa 
- 3.343
Men’s Soccer - South Caro-
lina - 3.411
Women’s Soccer - Marshall 
- 3.479
Softball - Houston - 3.500
Women’s Swimming - East 
Carolina - 3.573
Men’s Tennis - Rice - 3.496
Women’s Tennis - Mem-
phis - 3.614
Men’s Track and Field - 
Southern Miss - 3.573
Women’s Track and Field - 
Rice - 3.382
Volleyball - Southern Miss 
- 3.595
Sport - Recipient  - GPA
Briefs provided by 
HERDZONE.com.
Women’s soccer receives  
C-USA academic award
By Adam Rogers
SPORTS EDITOR
Football season hasn’t even 
started yet, but one Thundering 
Herd player is already racking 
up the preseason awards.
Senior wide receiver Aaron Dob-
son has received four preseason 
honors in less than a month and 
two in just under a week, bringing 
his total now to five.
The Dunbar, W.Va., native was se-
lected Monday to Conference USA’s 
preseason All-Conference team as 
voted on by the league’s head coaches, 
and July 17, he was named to the Bi-
letnikoff Award Watch List.
Add those honors to being 
named to the College Football Per-
formance Awards Wide Receiver 
Watch List and being named to 
Blue Ribbon and Phil Steele’s pre-
season All-Conference first team, 
Dobson should expect to receive 
more national attention as Mar-
shall’s season opener against 
West Virginia creeps closer.
Dobson concluded the season 
with 49 catches for 668 yards and 
12 touchdown grabs after pulling in 
seven catches for 81 yards and two 
scores in Marshall’s 20-10 win over 
Florida International in the Beef  
‘O’ Brady’s Bowl St. Petersburg.
Dobson first made national 
media waves after reeling in a one-
handed, backhanded catch over 
East Carolina defensive back Derek 
Blacknall on Nov. 26, later deemed 
by the media as “The Catch” and 
was named the No. 2 play of 2011 
by ESPN’s SportsCenter.
NABIL K. MARK | CENTRE DAILY TIMES | MCT
Penn State graduate Andrew Hanselman, left, and student Maddy Pryor react to hearing NCAA sanctions against the university. The sanctions included a fine as well as ban from 
bowl games and striking wins from the team’s records. The sanctions are due to the response of the university to the handling of the Jerry Sandusky child molestation charges.
Penn State scandal
By Daily Collegian Staff Reports
DAILY COLLEGIAN,  
PENN STATE U. VIA UWIRE
The NCAA imposed a number of  
penalties on the Penn State football 
program Monday — including a $60 
million fine used to support pro-
grams against child sexual abuse, 
a four-year bowl and postseason 
ban, reduction of  scholarships 
from 25 to 15 and vacating all wins 
from 1998 to 2011 — in response to 
the university’s failures to appro-
priately report incidents of  child 
sexual abuse involving former as-
sistant coach Jerry Sandusky.
NCAA President Mark Emmert 
announced the penalties at a press 
conference in Indianapolis, Ind., 
just after 9 a.m. Monday morn-
ing. Penn State President Rodney 
Erickson has been informed of  
the NCAA’s findings and penal-
ties, Emmert said, and Penn State 
signed a consent agreement.
In a statement issued shortly 
after the NCAA sanctions were an-
nounced, Erickson was receptive 
to the sanctions dealt by the NCAA 
and noted that this represents a 
“significant step forward.”
“The NCAA ruling holds the Uni-
versity accountable for the failure of  
those in power to protect children and 
insists that all areas of the University 
community are held to the same high 
standards of honesty and integrity,” 
Erickson said in the statement.
With regard to the $60 million 
fine levied by the NCAA, Erickson 
clarified that Penn State will pay 
$12 million per year for five years 
“into a special endowment created 
to fund programs for the detection, 
prevention and treatment of child 
abuse.”
Among other measures imposed 
by the NCAA today, Penn State’s 
NCAA athletes will be allowed 
to transfer without penalty, Em-
mert said, and the NCAA is also 
reserving the right to initiate inves-
tigation and discipline individuals.
The organization is also requir-
ing Penn State to adopt the formal 
reform outlined in Chapter 10 of  
the Freeh report, “Recommenda-
tions for University Governance, 
Administration, and the Protec-
tion of  Children in University 
Facilities and Programs.”
Emmert said Penn State will also 
be required to accept an athletic in-
tegrity agreement with the NCAA and 
the Big 10, and the university must 
also work with an athletic integrity 
monitor, selected by the NCAA to re-
port to that organization, the Big 10 
and the Penn State Board of Trustees.
While NCAA officials discussed 
the possibility of  imposing a “death 
penalty” on Penn State football, Em-
mert said he and other officials felt 
that would not punish the appro-
priate individuals in this case. The 
sanctions issued, he said, needed 
to instead reflect a goal of  driving 
cultural change as much as issuing 
punishments — and the ones im-
posed will allow the university to 
focus on reform rather than concen-
trate on whether it will go to a bowl.
“The sanctions we have crafted 
are more focused and impactful than 
that blanket penalty,” Emmert said.
Emmert first indicated that his 
organization would be looking into 
Penn State’s handling of the reports 
involving Sandusky in a November let-
ter addressed to Penn State President 
Rodney Erickson in the wake of San-
dusky’s indictment by a grand jury.
Penn State players met at the Lasch 
Football Building Monday morning. 
As a large media contingent waited 
outside the building, players filed in 
and out, many wearing headphones 
and keeping their heads down.
None had comment on Penn 
State’s situation.
Sandusky was convicted on 45 
counts of  child sex abuse by a Centre 
County jury in June. He is currently 
awaiting sentencing. Curley and 
Schultz await trial on charges of  
perjury and failing to report sus-
pected abuse. Paterno died of lung 
cancer in January and his bronze 
statue that stood outside Beaver 
Stadium was removed on Sunday.
Penn State NCAA sanctions include 
$60M fine, vacated wins back to 1998
CHRISTOPHER WEDDLE | CENTRE DAILY TIMES | MCT
Penn State president Rodney Erickson, center, interim athletic director Dave Joyner, left, and Board of Trustees chairwoman Karen 
Peetz talk talk with the Centre Daily Times on July 23, in State College, Pennsylvania.
Herd’s Dobson receives five preseason awards 
MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON
Aaron Dobson reels in a touchdown catch during 
Marshall’s Sept. 10, 2011, victory over the University of 
Southern Mississippi. Dobson led the team in touchdowns 
and receiving yards during his junior season.
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ONLINE POLLS
Visit us at marshallparthenon.com to let us know what you think.
The following are the results from last week’s poll question: 
“What is your favorite summer music festival?”
Following the Colorado 
theater shooting on 
Friday, July 20, do you 
believe that the U.S. 
needs stricter gun laws?
n Yes
n No  
n Undecided
- 7% - 1 Vote           
- 14% - 2 votes
- 21% - 3 votes
- 29% - 4 votes
- 29% - 4 votes
EDITORIAL 
Extremes not the answer to gun control issue
Using the Colorado theater shooting as a platform to stand 
on and say people shouldn’t own guns is completely ridicu-
lous … but it’s equally ridiculous to say the 2nd amendment 
gives us the right to bear military-grade assault rifles. 
Seriously, why does someone need to own an AR-15? The 
Internet is rife with people saying “well I use mine for hunt-
ing.” To that I say: Just how crappy of  a hunter are you if  you 
have to use a rifle that is basically an M16?
What is even more ridiculous than feeling the need to own 
this gun is how easy it is to get. Colorado doesn’t require 
gun registration and there’s no specific waiting period to 
purchase a firearm. The only restriction is buyers must pass 
certain criteria such as not being a fugitive or illegal alien. 
To make things even worse – Colorado is largely an open 
carry state – which means you can basically flaunt your 
guns for the world to see. The specifics on this vary from 
city to city. Some allow you to go as far as carry your gun 
loaded, while others supersede state law and do the smart 
thing and ban open carry. 
Aurora, Colorado, where the shooting took place is open 
carry. The theater however doesn’t allow firearms so the 
suspected shooter, James Holmes, was the only one in the 
theater shooting. While a great many people on the Inter-
net screaming are saying “DOWN WITH ALL GUNS,” you 
have people just as idiotic screaming if  other people had 
just been allowed to have their guns with them this situa-
tion would have ended with less lives lost. Seriously people, 
more guns isn’t the answer.
Both extremes need to shut up, open their minds and re-
alize that while something needs to be done, trying to pass 
legislation to ban all guns is just not going to work. It would 
be wonderful if  someone could wave a magic wand and 
make all guns vanish, but that’s just not realistic. Guns are 
here to stay – period. But just because they are here to stay 
doesn’t mean everyone needs to walk around strapped with 
assault rifles. 
When the second amendment was written there were no 
assault rifles or even 9mm handguns. They had muskets. So 
if  you want to take the second amendment to heart – you 
have the right to bear a musket. 
BY AARON KOENIG
DARTMOUTH COLLEGE VIA UWIRE
As a former Eagle Scout, I was 
shocked to learn of  the Boy Scouts of  
America’s decision to uphold discrimi-
natory membership standards that 
exclude LGBTQ youth and volunteers 
from the organization. I protest the un-
willingness of  the National Executive 
Board to make the deliberation of  its re-
view committee public, which has only 
promoted inaction on this issue and dis-
credited scouts everywhere.
Scouting in my local troop has had 
an indelible influence on my life, and I 
am grateful to the adult leaders who 
mentored me, taught me and dedicated 
their time and effort to assist in open-
ing doors to the outdoors, to community 
service, to their work places and to fun. 
Scouting introduced me to other people 
my age and kept some of  us together for 
over 10 years.
Scouting can be a wonderful influ-
ence on the lives of  young people. It 
encourages children to be active in their 
communities, to find role models and 
to become connected with nature. The 
organization is composed of  over 2.7 
million youth members, each of  whom 
is in the process of  maturing into a man. 
To ostracize any one of  them (which 
the organization has done directly in 
the past) on the basis of  his developing 
sexual identity, or to passively highlight 
his “deviation” from the norm of  behav-
ior in scouting is unconscionable. The 
BSA should look to its (independently 
operated) counterpart, Girl Scouts of  
America, to learn what it means to be 
tolerant of  differences while advocating 
for and empowering its members.
Instead, the BSA continues to 
conflate homosexuality with 
pedophilia among its adult volun-
teers, whether the BSA will admit 
to it or not. This is an unworthy 
slight,and discourages parents who 
are active as scout leaders from valu-
ing their child’s chosen identity in the 
private “introductions and discussions” 
the BSA suggests that parents have with 
their children about sexuality. Moreover, 
the organization has well established 
existing safeguards to protect its scouts, 
such as two-deep adult leadership and 
extensive youth protection training.
The BSA believes that it is speaking 
for a majority of  parents and volunteers 
in its decision. This may be true, but the 
BSA has not made its process open to in-
put, instead falling back on cryptic and 
discouraging statements like “the in-
troduction of  a resolution is procedural 
and handled with respect but does not 
indicate the organization is ‘reviewing a 
policy’ or signal a change in direction.”
The 10th point of  the Scout Law 
states that scouts are brave, and yet its 
national leadership is not. Those indi-
viduals hide behind the 2000 Boy Scouts 
of  America vs. Dale court decision that 
allows the BSA, as a private organiza-
tion, to set its own membership policies 
for the protection of  its “expressive 
message.” According to the Supreme 
Court, I have been affiliated with an or-
ganization for most of  my life that has 
anti-LGBTQ advocacy as a primary rea-
son for its existence. Lord Baden Powell, 
founder of  the scout movement, would 
be surprised.
My troop was privileged to have its 
meeting place in a local elementary 
school. I 
partici-
pated in 
the Eagle 
Project of  a scout who 
organized a birdhouse-building 
project for students. If  homophobia 
continues to define national BSA policy, 
however, valuable partnerships between 
public schools and local scouting will 
be put into jeopardy. The New York City 
public school system barred its doors 
to scout troops in the wake of  BSA v. 
Dale, and more bans will surely be im-
plemented this year. It would make me 
angry to see my own troop become a 
pariah and lose some of  the respect that 
the Boy Scouts have traditionally been 
accorded as a result of  the closed-door 
decisions of  a small committee.
I feel that I can no longer publicly 
associate myself  with the BSA. When 
— and I believe the change to be inevita-
ble — the BSA amends its membership 
policy, I will be its foremost advocate. 
Eagle Scouts are told regularly that the 
responsibilities of  the rank do not end 
with adulthood, and I do not intend 
to absolve myself  of  my duty. For my 
love of  scouting, and per my duty as a 
lifelong scout, I intend to protest the 
policies of  the national organization 
until they change. I encourage other 
people whose lives have been touched 
by scouting to do the same.
Column
A Scout scorned
BY ROLF WESTGARD
U. MINNESOTA VIA UWIRE
The U.S. economy added 
just 80,000 jobs in June, a third-
straight month of weak hiring. 
The unemployment rate was 
unchanged at 8.2 percent, 
but it would have been much 
worse without the boom in do-
mestic oil and gas production.
There are actual labor short-
ages in expanding oil and gas 
areas of the U.S. like North 
Dakota’s Bakken Shale region. 
There the business activity 
from thousands of new frack-
ing wells have unemployment 
near 3 percent. Those wells 
force high pressure liquids 
into shale layers, releasing 
formerly trapped oil and gas 
deposits. This occurs beneath 
a mile or more of rock layer 
without damage to shallow 
fresh water supplies.
In northeastern Ohio, mori-
bund since steel mills closed 
in the 1970s, a $650 million 
steel mill is being erected for 
V&M USA Corporation to 
produce steel pipe and other 
equipment. The mill’s opera-
tion will create 350 long-term 
jobs by the end of 2012, more 
than doubling V&M’s local 
workforce. Nearby in Carroll 
County, a new 350-acre indus-
trial park is ready for oil and 
gas related projects. The state 
of Ohio is expecting 200,000 
new jobs by 2018 from the 
Utica Shale which underlies 
most of eastern Ohio.
The growing replacement of  
coal by natural gas for U.S. elec-
tric power is good news for the 
environment and jobs. Environ-
mental Protection Agency rules 
which restrict coal’s mercury 
and sulfur emissions are forc-
ing that shift to natural gas, now 
plentiful from this new fracking 
drilling technology. Increased 
coal exports are replacing a de-
clining domestic coal market. 
From a 50 percent share of the 
U.S. electric power market five 
years ago, coal supplied just 42 
percent in 2011, and it is now be-
low 40 percent. A rise in natural 
gas use from 20 percent to near 
30 percent of our electric utili-
ties is making up most of the 
difference. At the same time, 
wind and solar power have 
risen from 1 percent to 3 to 4 
percent of U.S. electric energy 
supply.
Overall, the expansion in the 
oil and natural gas industries 
has created 500,000 well-paying 
new jobs in the past decade. 
The expansion is not slowing 
down as several large shale 
reservoirs are now produc-
tive in various parts of the U.S. 
Oil production has grown by 
10 percent since 2008, and the 
import share of U.S. oil con-
sumption has dropped to about 
45 percent from 60 percent in 
2005. This trend will continue, 
and a new study by Wood 
Mackenzie reports that oil and 
gas production could create an 
additional one million new U.S. 
jobs by 2018.
The touted jobs future in the 
“green” sector is limited by its 
cost per kilowatt hour. Wind 
and solar are at least twice as 
expensive as electricity pro-
duced with natural gas. A study 
for Spain by King Juan Carlos 
University showed that for ev-
ery subsidized wind or solar 
job, more than two jobs were 
lost in energy consuming in-
dustries because of increased 
electric costs. Some of that 
Spanish production was moved 
to France with its lower-cost 
nuclear energy.
There is an entirely new real-
ity with U.S. energy production, 
consumption and imports. New 
oil and gas supplies are emerg-
ing, and fossil fuel demand is 
being limited by conservation 
and efficiency. It is too soon to 
talk of energy independence, 
but oil imports are declining to 
the point that most of our oil 
need could soon be met from 
friendly Western Hemisphere 
sources.
As Daniel Yergin noted re-
cently in The New York Times, 
“What is striking is this great 
revival in oil and gas produc-
tion in the United States, with 
wide impacts on jobs, eco-
nomic development and the 
competitiveness of American 
industry. This new reality re-
quires a new way of thinking 
about America’s improving 
energy position and how to 
facilitate this growth in an 
environmentally sound way 
— recognizing the benefits 
this will bring in an era of eco-
nomic uncertainty.”
Let’s hope that our govern-
ment gets the message and 
supports energy programs 
that replace imports with 
American jobs.
New wave of  American 
energy production touts 
mixed economic benefits
Column
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for the Holmes family, held a 
news conference but declined 
to answer most questions 
about her clients and their 
son, saying they wanted their 
privacy respected.
“I’m not going to com-
ment on how they are 
feeling,” Damiani said. 
Questioned about whether 
Holmes’ parents stand by 
him, Damiani said: “Yes, 
they do, he’s their son.”
She also said that Holmes’ 
mother, Arlene Holmes, 
wanted to clarify what she 
told an ABC News reporter 
who called her early Friday 
to ask about her son. ABC 
had reported that when she 
was informed that her son 
was a suspect in a mass 
shooting, her response was, 
“You have the right person,” 
suggesting that she was not 
surprised by the news.
However, Damiani said 
she had merely said, “Yes, I 
am Arlene Holmes and, yes, 
I have a son.”
ABC said it stood by its 
reporting.
The primary focus 
Monday was on the legal pro-
ceedings against Holmes, 
which are likely to stretch 
out for a year or more. 
Arapahoe County District 
Attorney Carol Chambers 
said the case against him is 
“not a slam dunk” and that 
“in a case like this the in-
vestigation doesn’t stop. It 
will continue right up to the 
trial.”
In a news conference 
outside the courtroom, 
Chambers anticipated a trial 
could begin within a year, 
and that “if  a death penalty 
is sought, that’s a very long 
process” that would require 
interviews with hundreds of  
victims and witnesses.
A final decision on whether 
to seek the death penalty will 
be made within 60 days of  
the suspect’s arraignment, 
Chambers said. Colorado 
has not executed anyone 
since the late 1970s, and has 
only four inmates on death 
row.
Daniel King, the public de-
fender representing Holmes, 
was not immediately avail-
able for comment.
One looming question 
is whether Holmes will 
seek an insanity defense. 
Under Colorado law, he 
could claim to lack com-
petence to stand trial. If  
found competent, he could 
still plead not guilty by 
reason of  insanity. For that 
plea to succeed, however, 
a jury would have to be 
persuaded that he did not 
understand the difference 
between right and wrong 
-- a standard that can be 
difficult for a defense to 
demonstrate.
No one who knows him 
has said publicly that Hol-
mes is mentally ill, although 
his behavior _ including his 
appearance in court _ raises 
that question.
Marianne Wesson, a 
professor of  law at the 
University of  Colorado Law 
School and an expert in 
crime procedure, said even 
Holmes’ hair, if  it remains 
brightly colored, could be a 
factor in his case.
“Will it help his case stra-
tegically? I can see it going 
either way,” she said.
“It may ultimately depend 
on jury members, whether 
or not they see it as a taunt, 
or an insult to injury or a 
sign of  very troubled young 
man.”
Court Case
Continued from page 2
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Family and friends leave Pathways Church in Denver, Colorado, after honoring the life of shooting victim Gordon Ware Cowden during a private 
memorial on Wednesday, July 25. Cowden was one of 12 killed during the shooting rampage at the Century 16 theater in Aurora, Colorado.
The shopping sheet is 
another step in President 
Obama’s efforts to clear up 
some of  the confusion that 
exists when it comes to pay-
ing for school. 
The administration is 
strongly suggesting univer-
sities use the shopping sheet 
beginning with the 2013-2014 
school year. 
The program has 10 school 
already signed up for the 
program, including UNC 
and the University of  Texas. 
“The bottom line is that 
no consumer should take 
on a large amount of  debt 
without understanding 
the costs and the risks,” 
Rich Cordray, Director of  
the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau, said. 
“Too often students re-
ceive financial aid award 
letters that are laden with 
jargon, use inconsistent 
terms and calculations, 
and make it unnecessarily 
difficult to compare dif-
ferent financial aid awards 
side-by-side.”
There are no incentives 
and no requirements for 
the school that are involved 
in the program, beyond the 
standardized sheet. 
Marshall currently makes 
a rough estimate of  how 
much a semester will cost 
for a student who lives on 
campus available on the 
school’s website.
Tyler Kes can be reached 
at kes@live.marshall.edu. 
Form
Continued from page 1
Valdes said that many 
factors should be con-
sidered when looking at 
how long a student takes 
to finish a degree, such 
as if  the student had to 
work part time or full 
time.
Ashley Kohrt, a UCF 
alumna, now works at Flor-
ida Hospital as a residency 
coordinator after taking 
four and a half  years to 
complete her degree in al-
lied health sciences.
“I don’t feel as though 
not completing my degree 
in the society standard 
of  four years has had any 
monetary effect on me, 
and that it has actually 
had a positive influence 
on my life because I was 
able to enjoy college and 
not feel pressured to finish 
quickly,” Kohrt said.
Bill Blank, the director of  
career development in Ca-
reer Services, advised that 
the time a student spends 
in school is not always the 
issue.
“The standard for a col-
lege degree is now five 
years, so employers don’t 
tend to look at the length 
of  time spent in school,” 
Blank said. “It’s about 
what he or she achieves 
while here by participat-
ing in clubs and other 
things offered on campus 
to get the best experience 
before they go into their 
field.”
According to a study 
done by the Complete Col-
lege America foundation, 
63 percent of  UCF students 
will finish their four-year 
degree in six years.
“It is difficult to judge 
someone on their effi-
ciency and hard-working 
ability based on when they 
graduate from college,” 
Kohrt said. “Most students 
spend their time changing 
their major and deciding 
what would be a good fit 
for them, which causes 
them to spend more time 
in school but isn’t a sign of  
their skills.”
Fox pointed out that 
the increase in yearly 
income could be due 
to stronger connec-
tions in the workforce. 
Building connections can 
lead to better jobs both 
monetarily and atmo-
spherically, Fox said.
“For graduate students, 
time doesn’t matter,” 
biomedical sciences grad-
uate student Andrew 
Teblum said. “Compa-
nies are looking more for 
the type of  thesis work, 
publications and expe-
rience with equipment, 
which normally, longer 
means you are more ex-
perienced and therefore 
sometimes are actually 
more useful.”
Kohrt agreed.
“Students want to be 
happy where they decide to 
go, and sometimes finding 
their niche can take a little 
longer,” Kohrt said.
Study
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The President’s Freshmen 
Convocation in the Henderson 
Center will kick off the WOW 
on August 23. All students will 
be given a colored T-shirt. The 
color of the T-shirt will rep-
resent the student’s college. 
Students will be expected to 
wear their designated T-shirt 
to the convocation. 
Glover said many organiza-
tions on campus will provide 
activities for the students during 
WOW. For instance, the Campus 
Activities Board will sponsor 
movie events and social mixers, 
the Student Government Asso-
ciation will sponsor a campus 
carnival, the Campus Christian 
Center will sponsor some work-
shops and the Sustainability 
Department and the Center for 
African American Students will 
sponsor activities as well. 
Students will also have the 
chance to participate in a cam-
pus walk through in which 
students get to walk around 
Marshall to see where their 
classes are and to explore vari-
ous facilities on campus. 
“We want to get these stu-
dents involved on campus 
and we want them to know 
where all the local businesses, 
parks, services are,” Glover 
said. “Marshall offers a vi-
brant space for students and 
we want the incoming stu-
dents to realize there is more 
to Huntington and Marshall 
than the bars and clubs.”
Glover said WOW has 
been a collective effort 
between various depart-
ments on campus and she 
said the university is hop-
ing for a successful year. 
The 2012 Recfest will take 
place after WOW concludes. 
The Recreation Center will 
open its doors on August 25 at 
12 p.m. Classes begin on Au-
gust 27. 
A detail schedule of  all 
WOW activities can be 
found on www.marshall.
edu/wow.
John Gibb can be con-
tacted at gibb@marshall.
edu.
WOW
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Incoming frechman from the class of 2015 gather in the Cam Henderson Center during Marshall University’s Week of Welcome in August 2011
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Marshall Artists Series announces 2012-2013 season
BY JOANIE BORDERS
LIFE! EDITOR
The Marshall Artists Se-
ries has announced the 
artists for the 2012-2013 
season. 
In the 76th season, the 
series is offering acts such 
Smokey Robinson, John 
Legend, The Irish Tenors, 
Ed Ashner as FDR, several 
Broadway hits and many 
more.
“From the 100-year anni-
versary of  the voyage of  the 
Titanic, to the election of  
a new President, to discus-
sions about social justice and 
solving poverty in America, 
the events offered this sea-
son are a sign of  our times,” 
Penny Watkins, Executive 
Director of  the Marshall Art-
ists Series, said. 
This season the Keith Al-
bee will host a multitude 
of  different artists from 
R&B to Broadway, as well as 
hosting the annual fall and 
spring International Film 
Festivals.
“This season we have a 
series that offers something 
for everyone,” Angela Jones, 
Director of  marketing and 
external affairs, said. “I 
hope they see it as a good 
opportunity to take advan-
tage of  great entertainment 
and enjoy the benefit of  be-
ing a student.”
The series will begin on 
October 1, at 7:30 p.m. with 
Titanic, the musical. This 
year being the 100th anniver-
sary of  that fateful journey, 
the cast and crew take their 
audience along with them to 
experience the romance, ad-
venture and ambition. The 
Broadway Musical has won 
Tony awards for Best Book, 
Best Score, Best Sets and 
Best Musical.
The month following the 
Titanic, the Irish Tenors will 
grace the stage joined by a 
30-piece orchestra on De-
cember 3, 2012 at 7:30 p.m.
Motown legend, Smokey 
Robinson visits the se-
ries Feburary 16, for 
Valentine’s Day Weekend. 
Robinson founded The 
Miracles and later became 
the vice-president of  Mo-
town Records. He has been 
inducted into the Rock “n” 
Roll Hall of  Fame as well 
as the Songwriters’ Hall of  
Fame. 
John Legend takes his 
voice and activism to the 
Keith Albee on September 
20. Having written many of  
his songs on social justice 
and poverty in America, 
Legend  is a multi-platinum 
selling singer/songwriter. 
Legend recently launched 
the “Show Me Campaign,” 
a non-profit organization 
fighting poverty around the 
world.
Among all of  the highly ac-
claimed musicals to preform 
at the Keith Albee, HAIR 
has never been one of  them, 
but that changes March 7. 
The Tony award winning 
musical about a group of  
young Americans searching 
for peace and love includes 
timeless classics such as 
“Aquarius,” “Let the Sun 
Shine In,” and “Easy To Be 
Hard.”
In conjuction with the an-
nouncement of  the acts and 
singers of  the artists series, 
also comes the announce-
ment of  the fall and spring 
International Film Festival 
selections. 
This season the documen-
tary, Skateistan. Skateistan 
cronicles the change that 
skateboarding makes in 
young peoples’ lives in Ka-
bul, Afghanistan. After the 
documentary, Bryan Ridge-
way, a Huntington-native 
and the global skateboard-
ing advisor for Skateistan, 
will give a lecture.
The Fall International 
Film Festival will take place 
October 12-17, and include 
films “A Seperation,” “The 
Kid With a Bike,” “Ap-
plause,” “Beasts of  the 
Southern Mind,” “Foot-
note” and “Headhunters.” 
Films are from different 
countries including Iran, 
Belgium, Denmark, Israel, 
Norwary and the United 
States. 
Tickets for the series can 
be purchased at the Jomie 
Jazz Center Monday-Friday 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Marshall Uni-
versity students receive 
free tickets with full-time 
enrollment.
Joanie Borders can be 
contacted at borders9@mar-
shall.edu.
CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP LEFT: Smokey 
Robinson, The Cast of 
the Broadway musical, 
HAIR, children from 
the documentary, 
Skateistan, The Irish 
Tenors and John Legend. 
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